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A REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY
OBSERVED ON 215T FEBRUARY, 2024,
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International Mother Language Day
g ' Theme

Multilingual education is a pillar of intergenerational learning

21" February’'24

Time: 1:30-2:30 pm
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; Venue :APC ROY Seminar Hall

“Amar Bhaier Rokte Rangano 21 February, Ami ki Bhulte Pari?” To translate “ How can I
forget my martyr brothers those who have sacrificed their life on 21* February, just to uphold
the integrity and respect of their language?” The idea to celebrate International Mother
Language Day was the initiative of Bangladesh. It was approved at the 1999 UNESCO
General Conference and has been observed throughout the world since 2000.
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Even though the majority of people in both East Pakistan and West Pakistan spoke Bengali or
Bangla, the Pakistani government designated Urdu to be the only official language of the
country in 1948. Since most individuals were from East Pakistan and spoke Bangla as their
first language, the people there revolted. Together with Urdu, they insisted that Bangla be
included as one of the official languages. On February 23, 1948, Dhirendranath Datta of East
Pakistan made the initial demand in the Pakistan Constituent Assembly. To put an end to the
demonstration, the Pakistani government banned public gatherings and demonstrations. The
public helped the University of Dhaka students organize large-scale demonstrations and
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Shatiue Rahiman occorred ‘Thiv was ono of the e occrsions in history vihien sonmwane gave

their Nifo in dofonce of their mother tongne

On 16 May 2007 the United Nations Gonernl Assombly in itw resolution ealled upon Member
States "o promote the preservation and protection of all Innpgunges used by peoples of the
world", By the same resolution, the Goneral Assombly proclnimed 2008 ng the International
Yoar of Languages, to promoto unity in diversity and internntion understanding, through
multilingualism and multicultumlism and named (he United Nations ducational, Sciemific

and Cultural Organization to serve ng tho lead aponcey for the Yenr,

BCRCP fraternity nlso observed International Mother Language Day on 21* Vebruary, 2024
at APC Roy Seminar Hall, The program begnn with n welcoming address by Prof, (Dr,)
Subhabrata Ray, Professor-in-chnrge PG Studies and Resenrch who spoke about the
importance of the day and why this day is colebrated worldwide, He also addressed the
audience about why multilingualism is not only an asset but also a necessity, He spoke about
how multilingualism enhances our learning and cognitive abilities and that learning more
than one language can improve our memory, creativity, problem solving and critical thinking
skills. He also added that multilingual education which is based on the use of mother tongue

as well as additional languages can foster these benefits,

As International Mother Language Day binds in itself all different languages, a small
multilingual cultural session was organized after the speech of Prof, (Dr.) S. Ray in which the
teachers and the students took part with great enthusiasm and zeal, A video documentary that
was prepared on the significance of 21" February by the students was telecasted on the
occasion. A speech in Hindi was delivered by students. Mrs, Sushruta Chakraborty, Assistant
Professor, BCRCP presented a Bengali song to glorify her mother tongue. Mr. Aniruddha

Lahiri, Assistant Professor, BCRCP recited a poctry in Punjabi to uphold the integrity of his

mother tongue. He translated it for the better understanding of the audience. This was b 2w
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Name of the Event: International Mother Language Day.
Date: 21* February, 2024.
Venue: APC Roy Seminar Hall.

No. of Participants: 79.
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Prof. (Dr.) Samlir Kumar Samanta
M. Pharm., Ph.D (J.U.)
Principal
Dr. B. C. Roy College of Pharmacy & AHS
Durgapur, West Bengal-713206
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